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India is home to a vast number of temples 
and places of worship. They are magnifi-
cent pieces of architecture which are well 

known the world over. 
Some of the most popular temples in the 

country are, Tirumala Venkateswara Temple 
in Tirupati, Jagganath Temple in Puri, Golden 
Temple in Amritsar, Shri Padmanabhaswamy 
Temple in Thiruanantpuram etc. The practice 
of giving valuable gifts in temples as a sign of 
faith of the people in the Gods has been preva-
lent since the early times. In ancient India, 
people used to donate large amounts of gold, 
silver and other valuable commodities in these 
temples. Not only Indians, but people from far 
off lands also donated large sums of valuables 
in these temples. History is full of instances 
where the kings of different kingdoms visited 
these temples and made donations as sign of 
their respect for the temple Gods or Goddess.

This practice has resulted in the accumu-
lation of a very large amount of wealth in 
temples across India. It is imperative that 
these treasures be preserved along with the 
culture and heritage of the country, something 
which these ancient temples and their trea-
sures represent. 

Religion is purely a personal affair for self-
purification and self-satisfaction. Every one is 
free to believe in the religion he chooses, to 
and this should not be a matter of concern for 
others. Religion touches the sentimental chord 
of the people, and charged with that they have 
been continuously donating in these temples. 
The donations still come in huge amount even 
now. Balaji temple in Tirupati still receives a 
lot of donations in cash and gold. 

 These donations are voluntary. People out 
of their faith have been pouring out their per-
sonal belongingness to these temples. India 
guarantees right to Freedom of Religion. 

Constitutions1 of all most all the countries 
are now liberal enough to grant freedom of 
religion to its people and, more over these 
countries also ensure that people have the lib-
erty to enjoy these rights. Guaranteeing these 
rights the countries generally are guided by 
the principles of ‘public order’ ‘over all wel-
fare’ ‘every one’s rights’ etc. All these terms 
are general terms and can be interpreted in 
various ways, making it at times difficult to 
reach to a conclusion regarding enjoyment or 
restrictions on these rights.

Some of the Temples in India no doubt 
have enormous wealth. It is a matter to be 
pondered upon as to how should the trea-
sures of the temple be protected? Temples 
and its treasures are an emotional as well as 
a sensational issue. These Temples are grand 
structures of archeological importance and are 
linked with strong faith of the people. 

The properties of deities, temples and 
Devaswom Boards, require to be protected 
and safeguarded by their trustees/archakas/
shebaits/employees. Instances are many where 
persons entrusted with the duty of managing 
and safeguarding the properties of temples, 
deities and Devaswom Boards have usurped 
and misappropriated such properties by set-
ting up false claims of ownership or tenancy 
or adverse possession. This is possible only 
when the authorities take up the issue seri-
ously. Acts of “fences eating the crops” needs 
to be handled in a stern manner. Strict vigi-
lance from the Government is the need of the 
hour. Apart from Government, Members or 
Trustees of Boards or Trusts will also have to 
prevent encroachment. Devotees too can also 
contribute in their own way. The courts here 
too have to protect and safeguard the property 
of charitable and religious institutions from 

   1. Part III of the Indian Constitution comprises all the 
fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution.
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being wrongfully misappropriated. Whatever 
public money comes to the religious institu-
tions or the temples, we feel that it is the 
moral responsibility of the Government to en-
sure complete transparency in it. These insti-
tutions need to be accountable to the devotees. 
Misuse of public money in God’s name has 
to be stopped and it is high time that the 
Government has to come up with rules and 
regulations regarding it. Public money should 
be used for public and should not be permitted 
to be diverted towards personal advantages. 
The money given out of faith can be utilized 
only on mattes commensurate with faith. Here 
we need to examine that should Government 
permit individuals or Trusts to carry on busi-
ness concerning religion and faith and chan-
nelize the wealth of the temple? The fact is 
that the approach of the Government, till now 
has neither been helpful nor cooperative to-
wards the interests of either the State or the 
people.

Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple is not 
only a significant place of worship for the 
Hindus, but also a structure of great archi-
tectural value. Apart from monetary value the 
treasures of this temple have historical and 
antique significance too. These treasures need 
to be preserved, safeguarded and at times can 
be exhibited for public viewing.

People have poured out in deep faith to 
these Temples, and this needs to be respect-
ed. These temples have enormous wealth and 
some of it are centuries old. They contain gold, 
silver and a variety of precious stones. Some 
of them are beautiful pieces of art and are of 
great antique value.

As these treasures are of great pecuni-
ary and historical value, the security of these 
temples needs to be enhanced. Strong Police 
assistance is needed in these temples.

As in these treasures both the people as 
well as the Government have their stake, so 
a very transparent inventory is required to 
be prepared. The Government has to ensure 
that the “Kallaras”, that is, storage places, are 
opened in everyone’s presence. The inventory 

should be prepared by a team of honest and 
responsible officers in which members should 
be both from the side of the Government and 
the Temple’s management. Petitioners or 
their agents should be present at the time 
of the preparation of the inventory for proof 
of the items which is taken over from their 
possession.

The following are the main legislations re-
lating to temples, monuments, archaeological 
sites and in turn, temple treasures.

 • The Treasure Trove Act, 1878
 • The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Act, 1958
 • The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Rules, 1959
 • The Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 

1972
 • The Antiquities and Art Treasures Rules, 

1973
 • The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains(Amendment and 
Validation) Act, 2010 
In spite of all these Acts regulating the 

treasures of the Temples there is always a big 
question mark as to how should the treasures 
of these temples should be used in the most 
appropriate manner. Some are of the opinion 
that these treasures should be used for wel-
fare activities. These treasures should be uti-
lized for the poor and the downtrodden. Some 
economists are of the view that India should 
repay its debts to World Bank or International 
Monetary Fund from these treasures. Some 
people even have this wild idea that this mon-
ey should be used for creating jobs in India.

The court has set up committees and pre-
pare an inventory of the temple treasures 
stored in temple’s vaults which is occasional-
ly taken out for display on religious festivals. 
Suggestions are that a National Religious 
Council should be given the authority to man-
age temples as well as places of historical and 
cultural relevance. The plan of the Central 
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Government to monetize the gold reserves of 
the temple has led to debates in the country. 
Many historians too are against the idea of 
disturbing the treasures of the temple.

The treasures in the temple are enormous. 
For example the valuables in the five vaults of 
Shri Padmanabhaswamy Temple is estimated 
to be worth more than one lakh crores. Experts 
are of the opinion that treasures in the sixth 
vault could be even more, what has been dis-
covered till now. Securing proper safety of this 
massive wealth is costing Kerela government 
crores of rupees on the other hand. There is 
threat to these treasures not only from the in-
ternational professional thieves, but also from 
terrorist organisations. 

Considering this threat the present 
Government designed a plan of using this 
gold of the temples. The plan aims to check 
India’s long lasting trade imbalance by reduc-
ing the economically crippling gold imports. 
The scheme is to melt the gold and loan it 
to jewelers to meet their growing demands. 
Several Political Parties are against this plan 
of action. Historians, on the other hand are 
also against making use of these treasures, 

as they feel that it would lead to opening up 
the Pandora’s Box with numerous staking 
claim over it. Not only from India, claims of 
ownership may also start coming up from our 
neighbours like Nepal or SriLanka.

Several Historians and Anthropologists 
opine that a substantial part of the treasure, 
which is of antique value should be preserved 
for the posterity. The gold which is used in 
the daily rituals should also be with the man-
agement of the temple. But, they believe that 
there is nothing wrong in making good use of 
the gold and silver bars. It can be used for the 
better maintenance of the temples and provid-
ing proper amenities to the devotees.

It was because of these huge amount of 
gold stored in royal treasuries and Temples 
that India was earlier called “ Sone Ki Chidia”- 
Golden Bird. But all this gold was only for 
the elite segment of the society, never for 
common people. The time has now come that 
these treasures should be put to proper use. 
India going by the principle of Welfare State, 
should utilize this treasure for the welfare of 
the people at large.
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